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City passes strict  
anti-smoking rules

2014 marks the 
100th anniversary 
of Walnut Creek’s  
incorporation, and 
we’re planning 
a year’s worth 
of events and 
activities to honor 
the past, celebrate 
the present and set the tone for the next 
100 years to come. Be part of your city’s 
birthday celebration! Details on page 6.

It’s the celebration 
of the century!

The City Council on 
Oct. 1 approved a 
Second-Hand Smoke 
ordinance that prohib-
its smoking throughout 
the downtown pe-
destrian retail district; 
within all multi-unit residences, common 
areas and balconies; all City parks and 
open space areas; public places; outdoor 
dining areas; within 25 feet of enclosed ar-
eas where smoking is prohibited; and ser-
vice areas such as ATM lines. Visit www.
walnut-creek.org/nosmoking for details.

State honors for City’s 
‘2012-14 Budget Story’
Walnut Creek received the prestigious 
“Helen Putnam Award for Excellence” 
from the League of California Cities for its 
publication “A Community Connected: The 
2012-14 Budget Story.” The publication 
uses graphics, photos and short articles to 
illustrate what citizens receive for their tax 
dollars, and to highlight the fiscal challeng-
es that lie ahead. It is available online at 
www.walnut-creek.org/budget. 

Building community by the numbers
Magic happens when the community works together. The three young volunteers above 
helped build nest boxes for native birds. They were among the 1,400-plus who took on 61 
projects throughout Walnut Creek on September 28 for Community Service Day 2013. Some 
highlights: volunteers cleaned 10,000 children’s library book covers; collected 6,840 pounds 
of food for the hungry; planted 350 daffodil bulbs and cleaned up 9 acres at Lar Rieu Park; 
and installed the tees, baskets and signs for the new disc golf course at Walden Park.  Special 
thanks to the Community Service Day committee for working throughout the year to make 
this day a success!

Public unaware of City’s fiscal situation

The good news: residents love 
Walnut Creek. In fact, asked in 
a recent telephone poll to name 

the worst thing about living in Walnut 
Creek, traffic topped the list. The num-
ber two complaint? Nothing. 
     Residents gave high marks to the 
overall quality of life, to their percep-
tion of the City Council, and to the 
value they get for their tax dollars. They 
ranked police, parks and open space, and 
street maintenance as their top priorities. 
     Surprisingly, fewer than one-third 
of poll respondents said they had heard 
anything about the City’s ongoing fiscal 
struggles.

     But, the long-term financial forecast 
presented to the City Council on October 
25 shows the City will continue to face 
significant shortfalls of about $2 million a 
year for at least eight more years.
     It will not be possible to fund the 
current array of programs, services and 
facilities beginning in July 2014 using 
existing revenue sources.     

To better inform the community about 
the choices and challenges that lie ahead, 
the City will be taking its budget story on 
the road early next year. 
     If your group would be interested in 
hosting a Budget Story presentation, email 
Communications & Outreach Manager 
Gayle Vassar at vassar@walnut-creek.org
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This winter on 
‘Creek Currents’
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Public Meetings
City Council and all 
Commission meetings 
are televised live and 
available on demand.

Here’s what’s happening

Winter highlights  
(check cable listings 
for showtimes or go 
to walnutcreektv.org)

Walnut Creek TV is 
on Comcast Chan-
nel 28 (incorporated 
WC only), Rossmoor 
26, Astound Chan-
nel 29, and AT&T 
U-Verse Channel 99. 
For streaming vid-
eo and programs on 
demand,walnutcreek-
tvorg.

Channel info

High School 
sports!

Missed the big game? 
Watch some of the big 
matchups between our 
Walnut Creek teams 
on Walnut Creek TV. 

This winter on 
‘Creek Currents’
Learn about the 
Mount Diablo Inter-
pretive Association’s 
work in telling the 
story of the majes-
tic mountain; Ruby 
learns how to throw 
the disc at the opening 
of Walnut Creek’s 
first disc golf course.

Holidays at Shadelands
“Holidays at Shadelands” Victorian Tea Lunches 
will be held Nov. 30 - Dec. 15. The historic 
Shadelands Ranch house, located at 2660 Ygnacio 
Valley Road, will be decorated in a grand holiday 
manner and open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The 
three-course Victorian Tea lunch is $30 and offered 
at 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Call 925-935-7871.

“The Story of Bill and Vera” 
wins national recognition

He was a handsome GI. She was a Ukranian 
beauty at risk of being sent to Stalinist 
Russia at the end of World War II. Their 

story of budding friendship and a daring escape 
from a Russian repatriation center earned Walnut 
Creek TV a  first place award in the documentary 
category from the National Association of Tele-
communications Officers and Advisors (NATOA).
     Living History: The Story of Bill and Vera is 
available on Walnut Creek TV’s YouTube Channel 
as well as walnutcreektv.org. It also airs on Walnut 
Creek TV; check cable listings for showtimes.

Bill and Vera Armstrong met in Austria as World War 
II ended and made their way to Walnut Creek after a 
daring escape from a Russian repatriation center.

Honoring our 
veterans

Watch the 2013 Vet-
erans Day ceremony, 
which focuses on the 
bond between soldiers 
and the value of that 
bond in war and in 
peacetime. Includes 
a special video about 
the Third Thursday 
Veterans group.

Holiday Toy Drive
Spread the magic of the 
holidays by donating toys for 
underprivileged children. The 
Walnut Creek Police Department 
is accepting donations 
of new, unwrapped toys for 
children up to 15 years old through Thursday, 
Dec. 12. Bring the toys to City Hall, 1666 N. Main 
Street. Call Officer David Rangel, 925-943-5899 
ext. 7678.

Artists’ Markets
The Artists’ Markets offer one-of-a-kind gift 
choices Dec. 6 – 8 at two locations. The sale at 
Civic Arts Education’s Shadelands auditorium, 111 
N. Wiget Lane, will feature art glass, ceramics, 
jewelry, paintings, photography, textiles and more. 
Hours are Dec. 6 from 5-9 p.m., and 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Dec. 7 and 8. The Clay Studio at Civic 
Park features ceramics for home and garden. Hours 
are Dec. 6 from 5 p.m.to 9 p.m.; Dec. 7 from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Dec. 8 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Walnut Creek Concert Band 
The Walnut Creek Concert Band will present the 
Annual Holiday Concert at the Lesher Center 
for the Arts on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 7:30 pm.  The 
concert includes a guest appearance by the United 
States Air Force, Travis Brass.  
     For tickets, call 925-943-7469, or order online 
at www.Lesherartscenter.org.

Film Society Being Formed
A group of film buffs hopes to bring first-run 
foreign and independent films 
to Walnut Creek by creating the 
Mountain Shadow Film Society. 
Film screenings would be held 
monthly at the Walnut Creek 
Library. The film society would 
be a member-funded non-profit organization.
     An informational meeting will be held Friday, 
Nov. 22 at 7:30 p.m. at the Walnut Creek Library. 
Call John Bennison at 925-787-6965 or email 
info@mountainshadow.org.

Birding Club for Youth
Youth between the ages of 10 and 18 are invited 
to join the Mt. Diablo Audubon Society Young 
Birders Club. The new club meets about once 
a month to learn about birds and develop bird 
watching skills, and takes frequent bird watching 
field trips. Those interested in bird photography 
are also encouraged to join. For more information, 
contact Tracy Farrington, 925-788-6223 or email 
tracy_farrington@yahoo.com.

Host Families Needed 
The International Education Center at Diablo 
Valley College is looking for families to host 
international students on a temporary basis while 
they improve their English skills. All types of 
families are welcome. Students already speak a 
good level of English. Hosts will receive a monthly 
stipend of $825 per student, and must provide a 
private bedroom and two meals per day. Contact 
Fia Parker at 925-876-0080 or fparker@dvc.edu.

Help with Income Taxes 
Free tax preparation is available starting 
February 2014 from AARP’s Tax-Aide and 
United Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It (EKS)
programs. Beginning Jan. 6, call: 925-943-5851, 
Walnut Creek Senior Club site; 925-405-6278, 
Grace Presbyterian Church site;  925-979-5013, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church site.  For general 
information, call 925-726-3199. For information 
on the EKS, visit www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.
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Walnut Creek children of all 
abilities will soon have a 
playground they can call 

their own. On Sept. 17, the City Council 
approved the construction of an all 
abilities playground at Heather Farm Park.

The playground will have equipment 
for children of all abilities between the 
ages of 2 – 12 years and is expected to 
open in October 2014. 

All but $100,000 of the playground’s 
$975,000 cost is being paid for through 

All abilities playground coming soon
Illustration of the all abilities playground expected to open October 2014 at Heather Farm Park.

special park funds collected by the City 
and Contra Costa County.

Fund-raising is under way for the 
remaining $100,000. Tax-deductible 
donations can be made through the 
Walnut Creek Civic Pride Foundation, 
P.O. Box 31156, Walnut Creek, CA 94598 
(wccivicpride@gmail.com) until March 31.

In addition, commemorative bricks that 
will be placed in the walkway entering the 
playground will be available for purchase. 
Visit www.wccivicpride.org for details.

A community workshop on Walnut 
Creek’s current and future housing needs 
will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 11 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at City Hall, 1666 
N. Main Street. Be part of this important 
conversation!  
     The City is updating its Housing 
Element for 2015-2022, with the goal of 
supporting a diversity of housing types, 
densities, and prices to meet the needs of 
current and future residents of all income 
levels and ages. 
         In addition to the workshop, the 
public can provide input on Walnut 
Creek’s housing needs by logging onto 
the City’s Open Town Hall page at www.
walnut-creek.org/opentownhall.

Help shape the       
future of housing 
in Walnut Creek

To brighten winter 
days, the Bedford 
Gallery presents New 
Neon: Light, Paint & 
Photography Dec. 5 
through Feb. 23.  Taking 
its cue from the re-
emerging popularity 
of this distinctly 
Californian medium, 
New Neon examines the 
way in which neon has been repurposed 
in painterly, photographic, and sculptural 
practices, to reflect the cadence and drama 
of our media-saturated cultural landscape. 

An opening reception will be held from 
6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 5. Wine and 
hors d’oeuvres are hosted by the Bedford 
Gallery Guild. $5 per person.

Art opportunities
for students
The Bedford Gallery’s Art in a Suitcase 
is a one-hour workshop presented in the 
classroom. This school year, the Bedford 
will introduce a new Suitcase opportunity 
called Color is Cool that explores color 

Bedford looks at neon in a new light

Meryl Pataky, Swing of Things, 2010, neon (argon gas and mercury), 
120 x 27 x 4 inches. Right, Color is Cool Suitcase, Kristin Farr

through hands-on artmaking. Just in time 
for the gallery’s winter show New Neon, 
the Color is Cool workshop will teach 
students how to express ideas with color 
and how to connect color concepts to art 
masters. Art in a Suitcase workshops are 
$85 per group.
     This year, thanks to generous support 
from Bedford Friends, Volunteers, DRAA 
and the Lesher Foundation, gallery tours 
for all Contra Costa County schools are 
free. Docents conduct group tours for 
children grades K-12, completing each 
visit with a hands-on art project. 
For more information about tours, visit 
www.bedfordgallery.org/programs or call 
925-295-1416.

Student poetry contest 
     In 2014, Walnut Creek turns 100! 
To celebrate, the Walnut Creek Library 
Foundation invites students at Walnut 
Creek schools to reflect on “100” for our 
sixth annual student poetry contest.  
The contest runs January-March, and 
the winners will read their poems at the 
Walnut Creek Library on May 3.  
Visit wclibrary.org/contest.

Dine with authors 
     The Walnut Creek Library Foundation 
celebrates Walnut Creek at its 5th 
annual Authors Under the Stars gala 
fundraiser on March 8. Dine with Bay 
Area authors, enjoy the works of local 
artists, and bid on adventures that 
showcase Walnut Creek. Funds raised 
support the programs and collections at 
both Walnut Creek libraries. 
Tickets go on sale in January 2014 
Visit wclibrary.org/authors.

First-time homebuyer 
funds available

The City has funds available in its 
First-time Homebuyer Downpayment 
Assistance Program, for moderate-income 
buyers who live or work in Walnut Creek. 
The City can provide up to 17 percent of 
the purchase price of a home or $65,000, 
whichever is lower, to assist first time 
buyers in purchasing a home in Walnut 
Creek. Contact Housing Manager Laura 
Simpson, 925-943-5899 ext. 2236.
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Soon, the 
first hour of parking 
could be free at all 
three City-owned 

garages. Plus, rates at 
the Broadway and 

North Locust garages 
will remain at 50 cents 

an hour.

Fewer cars circling 
the block in search 
of parking reduces 
traffic and air pollution

With more short term 
parking available, it’s 
easier to pop into your 
favorite local business.

Proposed parking changes
The City Council will conduct public hearings on a 
set of proposed changes to City-owned parking 
on November 19 and December 17.

The changes are intended to better manage the 
demand for street and garage parking through 
use of use of incentives, hours of operation, 
and rates. Proposed changes include:

Rates
Meter rates in the high-demand core downtown 
would increase from $1 to $2 per hour

Meter rates outside of the core downtown would 
increase from 50 cents to $1 an hour

The South Locust garage (above Lark Creek 
Restaurant) would increase from 50 cents 
to $1 an hour due to high demand.

The Broadway and North Locust garages would 
remain at 50 cents an hour to encourage more 
people to park in these lesser-used garages

Hours
Meter hours would include Sundays 
due to high demand

Meter hours would shift to 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. (currently, meters are in 
effect 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) to better 
reflect hours of high demand

Metered parking, with rates 
based on demand, encourages 
turnover. More turnover means 
more spaces are available.

Managed parking: 
a smart solution

Cars circling 
the block results 
in  air pollution, 
lost time and 
frustrated drivers

Businesses can be impacted if convenient 
short-term parking is not available close by. 
Frustrated customers may decide to go elsewhere.

When 
demand 
for street 
parking 
exceeds 
capacity, 
it creates 
problems

Grabbing 
coffee 

or dinner? 
Short-term 

metered parking 
is a convenient 

choice.

Dinner and 
a movie? 

Parking in a City 
garage is your best 
choice: Inexpensive 
and no time limits so 
you can enjoy your 

night out.

These changes are part of the City’s Parking 
Management Plan, which has the goal of making 
parking easier in the downtown. Revenue raised 
through rate increases will be reinvested 
in the downtown.

Some improvements to date include improved 
signage, meters that accept credit cards and 
payment by phone, and the free ParkMe App 
that gives real-time data on available spaces.

Incentives
The three City garages would be free for the first hour

A discount parking program for employees to use 
the garages is being developed

The free
ParkMe App

Scan this 
QR code for the 

ParkMe App

Money is 
reinvested
in a healthy, 
vibrant 
downtown 
and goes to:

The Free Ride 
Downtown Trolley

When looking for a place to park 
in downtown Walnut Creek, 
it’s good to know what options you have

What parking option works for you?

Parking made easy

In downtown Walnut Creek there are

1,524 Street parking spaces and
 1,443 City-owned garage spaces

5,616 other spaces are available 
               to the public

Going to work? 
Parking in a 

City garage is 
cheaper than 
meter parking 

and has no 
time limits.

Public safety

Keeping 
downtown 

clean



In a Nutshell  Winter 2013-14 page 5

Soon, the 
first hour of parking 
could be free at all 
three City-owned 

garages. Plus, rates at 
the Broadway and 

North Locust garages 
will remain at 50 cents 

an hour.

Fewer cars circling 
the block in search 
of parking reduces 
traffic and air pollution

With more short term 
parking available, it’s 
easier to pop into your 
favorite local business.

Proposed parking changes
The City Council will conduct public hearings on a 
set of proposed changes to City-owned parking 
on November 19 and December 17.

The changes are intended to better manage the 
demand for street and garage parking through 
use of use of incentives, hours of operation, 
and rates. Proposed changes include:

Rates
Meter rates in the high-demand core downtown 
would increase from $1 to $2 per hour

Meter rates outside of the core downtown would 
increase from 50 cents to $1 an hour

The South Locust garage (above Lark Creek 
Restaurant) would increase from 50 cents 
to $1 an hour due to high demand.

The Broadway and North Locust garages would 
remain at 50 cents an hour to encourage more 
people to park in these lesser-used garages

Hours
Meter hours would include Sundays 
due to high demand

Meter hours would shift to 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. (currently, meters are in 
effect 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) to better 
reflect hours of high demand

Metered parking, with rates 
based on demand, encourages 
turnover. More turnover means 
more spaces are available.

Managed parking: 
a smart solution

Cars circling 
the block results 
in  air pollution, 
lost time and 
frustrated drivers

Businesses can be impacted if convenient 
short-term parking is not available close by. 
Frustrated customers may decide to go elsewhere.

When 
demand 
for street 
parking 
exceeds 
capacity, 
it creates 
problems

Grabbing 
coffee 

or dinner? 
Short-term 

metered parking 
is a convenient 

choice.

Dinner and 
a movie? 

Parking in a City 
garage is your best 
choice: Inexpensive 
and no time limits so 
you can enjoy your 

night out.

These changes are part of the City’s Parking 
Management Plan, which has the goal of making 
parking easier in the downtown. Revenue raised 
through rate increases will be reinvested 
in the downtown.

Some improvements to date include improved 
signage, meters that accept credit cards and 
payment by phone, and the free ParkMe App 
that gives real-time data on available spaces.

Incentives
The three City garages would be free for the first hour

A discount parking program for employees to use 
the garages is being developed

The free
ParkMe App

Scan this 
QR code for the 

ParkMe App

Money is 
reinvested
in a healthy, 
vibrant 
downtown 
and goes to:

The Free Ride 
Downtown Trolley

When looking for a place to park 
in downtown Walnut Creek, 
it’s good to know what options you have

What parking option works for you?

Parking made easy

In downtown Walnut Creek there are

1,524 Street parking spaces and
 1,443 City-owned garage spaces

5,616 other spaces are available 
               to the public

Going to work? 
Parking in a 

City garage is 
cheaper than 
meter parking 

and has no 
time limits.

Public safety

Keeping 
downtown 

clean



Winter 2013-14   In a Nutshellpage 6

Get ready for the 
Celebration 
of the Century

Everyone is invited to share in the excitement of Walnut 
Creek’s 100th birthday. While the official date of incorporation 
was October 21, 1914,  the Centennial Steering Committee is  
planning an entire year of festivities to honor our past, 
celebrate our present, and set the tone for the next 100 years!

Save the dates!
Three signature events  
to celebrate our100th

Flappers and Flasks:  
Roaring in the Centennial 
Friday, January 24, 8 p.m. to midnight
Lesher Center for the Arts; adults only

The Lesher Center for the Arts will roar 
to life as an early-1900s speakeasy, as 
we kick off Walnut Creek’s year-long 
Centennial Celebration. Revelers will 
enjoy live entertainment and dancing, 
sweet and savory bites, and a few 
surprises. Cocktail attire or festive 
costumes are welcome.
$100 per person (free to anyone 100 years 
or older). Tickets go on sale at the Lesher 
Center box office on Dec. 3. 925-946-
SHOW or lesherartscenter.org.

Centennial Heritage Day  
at Borges Ranch 
Saturday, May 17, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
 
Bring the family and enjoy a journey back 
in time to Walnut Creek’s early ranch 
days. Festivities will include dancing 
and musical entertainment, great food, 
children’s crafts, short walking tours in the 
open space, silent films and surprise guest 
entertainment.  

Centennial Birthday Festival
Shadelands Ranch Museum
Saturday, October 18, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Come say “Happy Birthday, Walnut 
Creek” at this free family festival at the 
historic Shadelands Ranch House. Live 
music, a children’s costume parade and 
delicious food, plus a bevy of family-
friendly activities.

Show your Centennial spirit!
Share your pride in being part of Walnut Creek by “adopt-
ing” a Centennial flag. These flags will be “flown” along 
Main and Locust Streets throughout 2014. At the end of the 
year, you’ll get to take your Centennial flag home to enjoy 
for the next 100 years!

Cost is $500, and includes Centennial flag with your name 
on it (two lines, up to 14 characters each including spac-
es), plus five Centennial decals. Plus, you’ll be listed as a 
member of the Century Club on the walnutcreek100.com 
Sponsor Wall. Order by December 12 for early January 
“flag raising.”

Proceeds will help pay for Centennial activities and a spe-
cial Legacy project. The Walnut Creek Historical Society, a 
registered 501(c)3, is the official Centennial Fiscal Sponsor.

For details on this, or other ways to support Centennial 
activities and projects, go to www.walnutcreek100.com or 
email centennial@walnut-creek.org.

Seeking descendants 
of founding families
The Walnut Creek Centennial 
Committee is seeking descendants of 
Walnut Creek’s ‘founding families’ 
to participate in the 2014 celebration 
of the City’s 100th birthday. If you or 
someone you know descended from 
one of the families living here in 1914 
or earlier, please email centennial@
walnut-creek.org.  
Founding families will be recognized 
during the Centennial celebration.

John and Martha Larkey with their six children. 
Larkey crossed the plains in 1853 to settle in 
California. He bought 730 acres in what is now 
Walnut Creek, creating a successful farm.

WALNUT CREEK
100

 1914-2014 
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Celebrate: Details about the three signature events, 
plus  97 events (or more) offered by community groups

Share: Share your memories, photos and stories about 
Walnut Creek 

Support: Join others in supporting the Centennial  
celebration. Learn about sponsorships and ways to donate. 

For everything Centennial -
www.walnutcreek100.com 

JANUARY
ARF’s “Stars to the Rescue”
January  4, 7 p.m.; Lesher Center for the Arts; 
256-1273; www.arf.net

35th Shellie Awards 
January 11, 7:30 p.m.; Lesher Center for the Arts; 
943-SHOW; www.lesherartscenter.org

WC on Ice: Character Skate Day 
January 11, 11 a.m.; Civic Park Ice Rink; 935.
SNOW; www.iceskatewalnutccreek.com

WC Seniors Club Crab Feed 
January 11, 5:30 p.m.; Civic Park Assembly Hall; 
943-5851; www.walnutcreekseniorsclub.org

Howe Homestead History Walk
January 12, 1-2:30 p.m.; www.walnut-creek.org

Blacksmithing at Old Borges Forge 
January 18, 2-3:30 p.m.; Borges Ranch, Shell 
Ridge Open Space; www.walnut-creek.org

Meet the Artist: WC Historic Homes 
January 21, 6 p.m.; WC City Hall; 256-3505 

Diablo Symphony Crab Gala 2014 
January 25, 6 p.m.; Rossmoor Del Valle 
Clubhouse; www.diablosymphony.org

The Truth  About  Chicken L i t t le 
January 26, 11 a.m. to noon; Borges Ranch, Shell 
Ridge; www.walnut-creek.org

St. Mary School Science Fair 
January 26, 10:30 a.m.; St. Mary School 
www.st-mary.net 

“State of the City” 
January 28, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.;  Clubhouse at 
Boundary Oak; www.walnut-creek.com

Historical Society  
Downtown Walking Tour
February 8, 9:30 a.m.; Meet at Liberty Bell 
Plaza; 935-7871; www.walnutcreekhistory.info

Silence of the Limbs
February 8, 2-3:30 p.m.; Acalanes OpenSpace; 
www.walnut-creek.org

Winter Family Campfire 
February 14, 6-7:30 p.m.; Hanna Grove at 
Borges Ranch; www,walnut-creek.org

Wild Valentines:  
Celebrating Native Wildlife
February 15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Lindsay Wildlife 
Museum; 935-1978; www.wildlife-museum.org

Winter Animal Tales
February 17, 10-11:30 a.m.; Howe Homestead; 
www.walnut-creek.org

WC Seniors Club Friday Social 
February 21, 11 a.m.; Civic Park Assembly Hall; 
943-5851; www.walnutcreekseniorsclub.org

In Search of the Borges Ranch Serpent
Feburary 23, 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.; Borges 
Ranch, Shell Ridge; www.walnut-creek.org

WC Seniors Club Bingo 
February 28, 10 a.m.; Civic Park Assembly Hall; 
943-5851; www.walnutcreekseniorsclub.org

There are 100 (and more!) ways to celebrate Walnut Creek’s 
100th, thanks to the rich array of community and City  
programs. For more ideas, visit www.walnutcreek100.com.

Celebrating 1911-style at the Grape Festival.

FEBRUARY
“Clybourne Park” Opening
February 1, 8 p.m.;
www.lesherartscenter.org

Rotary Club of Walnut Creek 
Crab Feed
February 1, 6 p.m.;  
miltsmith549@gmail.com

100 Ways to Support Wildlife: Petting 
Circle Day
February 1, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:45 p.m.; 
Lindsay Wildlife Museum;
www.wildlife-museum.org

WC Seniors Club Pancake Breakfast
February 2, 9-11:45 a.m.; Civic Park Assembly 
Hall; 943-5851; www.walnutcreekseniorsclub.
org

Stars and Animals of the Night
February 6, 7 p.m.; Lindsay Wildlife Museum; 
www.wildlife-museum.org

Viva Arts: “Paris, after Midnight”
Friends of Civic Arts Ed
February 7, 6 p.m.; Shadelands Art Center; 
www.friendsartsed.org

“Grease” Opening Night
Diablo Theatre Company
February 8, 8 p.m.; Lesher Center for the Arts; 
944-1565; www.diablotheatre.org

CERT Annual Crab Feed
February 8, 6 p.m.; Heather Farm Community 
Center; 256-3505; www.walnut-creek.org

Bird Walk in the Open Space
February 8, 9-11 a.m.; Lime Ridge Open Space; 
www.walnut-creek.org
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Will it be a wet winter this year? After two years of below- 
average rainfall, flooding may be far from mind. However, 

uncertainty is a given when predicting the weather and heavy 
rains including flooding can occur quickly. Are you prepared?

What should you do before a flood?

•	 Know the flood risk to your property.

•	 Purchase flood insurance for your property.

•	 Protect your property by retrofitting your residence.

•	 Maintain drainage channels and pipes free from debris.

•	 Do not dump trash, leaves, or any other debris into any part 
of the drainage system.

•	 Keep an emergency supply and make an evacuation plan.

What should you do during a flood?

•	 Tune-in to local radio or television to monitor weather 
forecasts.

•	 Turn off gas and electrical service.

•	 Seek shelter in the highest areas possible and avoid low-
lying areas.

•	 Avoid wading or driving through moving floodwaters.

     Contact the City of Walnut Creek, Engineering Division 
at 925-943-5839 for additional information about retrofitting 
property and permitting requirements or to determine the flood 
risk for your property.

Are you prepared for floods?

Ruby Lopez, host of Walnut Creek TV’s Creek Currents, tries her hand 
at disc golf at Walden Park. Disc golf uses frisbees in the place of balls, 
and baskets on poles in the place of tees and holes. The new disc golf 
course was built by volunteers on Community Service Day, and cost 
the City $5,000.

 
     The Walnut Festival Association is looking for new members 
to assist with its many events, including Art on the Main, the 
Twilight Parade and the Walnut Festival. 
     The 77-year-old association has raised more than $750,000 for 
school music programs, scholarships, service clubs, community 
non-profits, and more. Help keep the Walnut Festival Association 
spirit alive! 
     Email walnutfestival@sbcglobal.net or call 925-935-6766.

Join the Walnut Festival Association


